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Fall 2019 Newsletter
Conservation Tree Seedling Sales
It’s that time of year again! Conservation Tree
Seedling Sales are open until March 1st, 2020.
Order forms can be picked up at our office or
completed online at
www.morganconservationdistrict.com. Trees
will be delivered in April 2020.
This year we will be selling the more
traditional windbreak trees in addition to a
few exotic varieties. If you have any questions,
please let us know at 970-427-3362 or
morganconservationdistrict@gmail.com

VIDEO CONTEST
The District is currently accepting applications for a video contest on the importance and future of
agriculture. Videos must be 5 minutes or less and address the following:
What does agriculture mean to you? What do you think the future of agriculture is?
Deadline for videos is December 1st, 2019. Videos may be sent to morganconservationdistrict@gmail.com.
Winner will be announced on December 12th, 2019
A $250 Walmart gift card will be awarded to the winner

Follow our Facebook for updates on the contest: www.facebook.com/MCDFortMorgan
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All About Bats!
Boy Scouts Troop #22 and Morgan Conservation District partnered together to host a Bat House Workshop
on September 14th at Riverside Park. The workshop was sponsored by a matching grant awarded to Morgan
Conservation District from the State Conservation Board. Wendy Figueroa from Colorado Parks and Wildlife
spoke on the benefits of bat populations. Scouts assembled 30 bat houses with the help of parents and volunteers.
Bats help greatly with addressing pest populations, most notably mosquitos. They also consume large
amounts of gnats and other small insects. In areas like Morgan County, their natural inclination to consume
such pests aides agricultural producers by decreasing crop damage and pesticide usages. However in other
areas of the world that are closer to the Equator, bats are pollinators, seed disbursers, and fertilize with their
guano. Bats are also habitual creatures that tend to interact in similar/close by locations. Riparian ecosystems
in particular are very essential to bat populations, as they tend to attract most of their prey. However, they
face many habitat concerns due to increased human development, deforestation, climate changes, poaching,
tourism, white nose disease, and wind turbines.

Here are a few simple ways that you can help the bats:
•

Reduce pesticide use

•

Avoid disturbing bats

•

Put up a bat house

•

Protect water quality and riparian habitats

To pick up your free bat house, visit Morgan Conservation District’s Office at 200 West Railroad Avenue in
Fort Morgan. Hang your bat house at least 6 feet off ground towards the South so that the bats can absorb
heat from the sun.
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Drip Irrigation Workshop
On Wednesday, September 25th, a Drip Irrigation Workshop was held at Lauck Farms in Fort Morgan. A
Matching Grant was awarded to Morgan Conservation District from the State Conservation Board to host a
variety of workshops in 2019, one of them being a drip irrigation workshop. The District partnered together
with Charlie Lauck of Lauck Farms, Rivulis, Fresno Valves & Castings, Inc., Western Irrigation, and the Fort
Morgan NRCS office for the workshop. Speakers from each vendor discussed the various advantages and
disadvantages of a drip irrigation system.

For more information regarding a Drip
System, please contact the following
people:

Charlie Lauck
970-768-3144
lauckfarms@gmail.com

Rivulis
Fermin Perez

858-621-6440
Fermin.perez@rivulis.com

Fresno Valves & Castings, Inc.
John Fenter
806-831-5726
johnwf@fresnovalves.com

Western Irrigation
Randy Wildeman
620-272-6575
rwildeman@westernirrigation.com
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Rental Equipment
If you need help planting trees or laying down fabric, the District offers both a tree planter and fabric
layer for such activities. Our fabric layer works best with 6’ x 300’ rolls. Please use at your own risk.

$100 Deposit
$25/day for members
$75/day for non members
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Apple Carrot Bread
INGREDIENTS
1 large egg (or egg substitute)
1/2 cup light brown sugar, packed
1/3 cup liquid-state coconut oil (canola or vegetable may be substituted)
1/4 cup granulated sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 teaspoons cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
1 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
pinch salt, optional and to taste
3/4 cup grated carrots (about 1 large carrot)
3/4 cup grated apples (I used 1 medium unpeeled Fuji; try Gala, Honeycrisp or similar)
Optional add-ins: Maple syrup (Less than 1/4 cup), ground cloves (1-3 teaspoons), walnuts, candied pecans, chocolate chips
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350F. Spray one 9×5-inch loaf pan with floured cooking spray, or grease and flour the
pan; set aside.
2. In a large bowl, add the first eight ingredients, through nutmeg, and whisk to combine.
3. Add the flour, baking powder, baking soda, optional salt, and fold with spatula or stir gently with a
spoon until just combined; don’t overmix.
4. Add the carrots, apples, and fold gently to combine.
5. Turn batter (it’s very thick, this is what you want) out into the prepared pan, smoothing the top lightly
with a spatula.
6. Bake for about 45 to 50 minutes. Insert toothpick in center of bread tin to check for readiness—a clean
toothpick indicates that it is ready. Allow bread to cool in pan for about 15 minutes before turning out on
a wire rack to cool completely before slicing and serving.
Recipe notes: Sometimes I will used more apple or carrot than the recipe calls for, and use less coconut oil
instead. I find it to be a much more moist and dense bread with less oil and more carrots/apples.
This recipe is adapted from Averie Cooks, https://www.averiecooks.com/carrot-apple-bread/
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Thank you to our Sponsors!

Wickstrom Farms
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